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guess that's w h a t  the answers e ach of us are g o i n g  to have to 
make. But in this p a r t i c u l a r  specific case, this does not take 
away in the long term, I real l y  don't believe, th e  intent of the 
original to do for t o bac co prevention. It is an issue that I 
guess I'll h ave to wait till Select File to face till we see how 
the cigarette ta x  issue goes, bu t  there is no m o n e y  added back 
under the p r esent concept as wa s  the origin al intent, I guess in 
this case, of the Governor, so I will ackn o w l e d g e  that 
p a r t icular dilemma. On the other hand, t h e y  h a v e n ' t  been able 
to spend all this money, even u p  to this point, and it's money 
that can go into M e d i c a i d . ..

SENATO R COORDSEN: One minute.

SENATO R WEHRBEIN: ...and serve some of those. The n u mbers out
this morning, $840 m i l l i o n  smoking causes, dama g e  of 
s m o k i n g . ..damage caused b y  s m o king in the Medicaid, in the 
h ea l t h  area. This is only $5 million. So I h o p e  t hat you would 
not support Senator C h a m b e r s ' a m e n d m e n t . I th i n k  w e 're going to 
h ave  to locate m o n e y  whe r e v e r  we can f ind it in this appropriate 
use and r e m embering that other decisions ahead are no t  going to 
be any less difficult. Th a n k  you.

SENATO R COORDSEN: T h a n k  you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator Tyson,
p l e a s e .

SENATO R TYSON: T h a n k  you, Senator Coordsen. M e m b e r s  of the
body, I cannot p r e t e n d  to k n o w  w hat S e nator C hambers intends to 
do w ith this amendment, if we ' r e  g o i n g  to talk about it and then 
he's going to p ull it, or h e 's ...w e 're go i n g  to t alk about it 
and t hen we ' r e  g o i n g  to vote on it. I hope that w e ' r e  going to 
talk about it and t hen we vote on it b e cau se  I'm g o i n g  to vote 
for the amendment. I th i n k  w h e n  we set u p  the t o b acco fund and 
there w ere all the grand p r o m i s e s  made, e v e r y b o d y  felt v ery good 
about it and this is sacred m o n e y  and we ' r e  g o i n g  to use it for 
the hea l t h  of the peop l e  of Nebraska. Well, this is no w  part of 
$13 m i l lion that Senator Cha m b e r s  has amen dme nt s on to pull from 
that, all of it that was, we w e r e  t old at the time, was going to 
support wonderful causes. W e ' r e  just d e a l i n g  no w  w i t h  a moment 
in time. The state of N e b r a s k a  is not going to go away. Our 
obligations aren't going to go away. Our hopes of bui l d i n g  a
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